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In Nov. 9 declarations to reporters in Guatemala, exiled former Panamanian military officer Carlos
Alberto Rumbo asserted that if the administration of President Guillermo Endara succeeds in its
effort to constitutionally abolish the army, "Panama will stand in violation of the Torrijos-Carter
treaties." Proscription of the armed forces is the leading item in a package of 58 constitutional
reforms contained in a national referendum scheduled for Nov. 15. According to Rumbo, Article
four of the Torrijos-Carter treaties "refers to the protection and defense" of the Panama Canal,
while Article five stipulates that as of Dec. 31, 1999, "Panama by itself will manage the Canal and
will maintain military forces, defense posts, and military installations" designed to protect and
defend the strategic waterway. Rumbo declared that "we young military officers have no intention
of entering political power [in Panama]...our only objective is to assure full compliance with the
Torrijos-Carter treaties." Rumbo has been living in exile in Guatemala since 1990, following
his participation in a failed coup attempt against the Endara government. (Source: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 11/09/92)
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